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Bella Davidson, 
who recently 
celebrated her 
ninety-fifth 
birthday, has 
lived her whole 
life in 
Pencaitland – 
most of it in the 
same house, 

where various family members once lived.  Her 
birthday speaks of the affection in which she’s held 
– local outings with family members, plenty of 
visitors and well-wishers and a hearth covered in 
flowers.  Bella has been blessed with long life and 
good health – both mental and physical.  Few 
people alive today will remember more about 
Pencaitland’s social history than Bella, whose 
contribution to village life over the years has been 

immense. 

Community Spirit 

For most of her working life, Bella was a 
Housekeeper at Temple Hall.  She also gave 
generously of her time and energy, both serving the 
Church and raising significant sums for charitable 
causes, mostly through events organised at the 
Trevelyan Hall.  Musical concerts, ceilidhs, 
sponsored walks, cycle runs and fetes generated 
funds for causes as diverse as the war effort and 
cancer research.  Such events also served to unite 

the village in a shared purpose. 

“Everyone knew each other,” reflects Bella.  “People 
were friendlier and there was a much greater sense 
of community spirit than there is now.”  If that’s true, 
I ask her, how might we regain something of what’s 
been lost for the benefit of all who live here now?  
We ponder together that in the past, people were 
more likely to live their lives in one place, close to 
extended families, employed in local industries.  
Today, not only is Pencaitland a commuter village 
for Edinburgh but the mindset of residents has 
changed too.  People seem more self-contained 
and they place a higher value on their privacy – 
indicated by tall fences and hedges surrounding 
properties.  But perhaps we’re losing sight of 
something really important and missing out on 
valuable human connections.  If we chose to live in 
a village, doesn’t that bring a responsibility to 
contribute, by giving of ourselves in some way, for 
the greater good...?  Many people do so, of course, 
but there’s great potential to enhance community 
spirit in Pencaitland and maybe we could learn 

some lessons from the past. 

Joys and Blessings 

Bella’s garden has been a source of much joy.  But 
in recent years, unable to tend it as she used to, 
she grew ill with the worry of seeing it 
deteriorate.  So it was a God-send when a kind 
passer-by offered the services of her recently 
retired husband to maintain the garden.  The 
arrangement has proved a mutual blessing as Bella 
is happy again while the gardener is enjoying a new 
interest and gaining a supply of fresh produce for 

his efforts.  

Faith, family and friends are most important to Bella 
and she is enormously thankful for her nieces – “the 
greatest people on earth” – and her friendships 
locally, many made at Church and at the Day 

Centre.  

 

Bella Davidson 

Spaces for Immediate Start  

The playgroup has places available 
on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Thursday morning for an 

immediate start date.  
 

Fun and safe  

We provide a fun, safe environment 

for children from 2 years of age.  
 

Find out more  

For more details or to join the waiting 
list call 01875 341900 or email 

encaitland_playgroup@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Pencaitland Playgroup is a 
Registered Scottish Charity 

(SC000003)  
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David’s message 
 

A father took his son Billy to the shopping centre to see Santa. They 
stood in line until finally the boy was able to meet Santa and sit on his 
lap. “What would you like for Christmas, Billy?” asked Santa. 
“An X-Box and a Hobbit game,” Billy said. 
“Okay, we’ll see what we can do about that,” said Santa with a big 
smile. 
Later on they found another Santa at a different store. Thinking it might 
help to emphasise his request, Billy wanted to see him too. And as 
before, when Santa asked Billy what he wanted for Christmas, Billy 
said, “An X-Box and a Hobbit game.” 
“Will you be a good boy and do what your daddy tells you?” Santa 
asked. 
Billy turned to his father and said, “Let’s go back to the other Santa, 
Dad.” 
“Why Billy?” asked his father. 
“Because I didn’t have to make deals with that one.” 
 

Ho! Ho! Ho! 
 

Hmmnnn. Is that how it works? 
 

“You'd better watch out. You'd better not cry. You'd better not pout. I'm 
telling you why. 
Santa Claus is coming to town 
He's making a list and checking it twice. He's gonna find out who's 
naughty and nice. 
Santa Claus is coming to town 
He sees you when you are sleeping. He knows when you're awake. He 
knows if you've been bad or good. So be good for goodness sake!” 
It's a favourite Christmas song, which became an instant hit in the 
1930s. Since then it has been sung by many great artists, including, 
among a large number of others,  Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, Alvin and 
the Chipmunks, the Beach Boys, the Pointer Sisters, Bruce 
Springsteen, Neil Diamond, the Supremes, Miley Cyrus, Andrea Bocelli, 
Rod Stewart, Kylie Minogue. 
So... we'd better be good to get blessed at Christmas! Right? 
Convenient as it may be to tell this to the kids, it's actually profoundly 
wrong in terms of the real Christmas story. And much as I enjoy the 
song – no doubt it will get played in our home sometime over the festive 
season – if we adapt its sentiment to thoughts of God, it gives a picture 
of someone with a big check list who rewards us on the basis of how 
well we've done. 
In reality, nothing could be further from the truth – at least, the truth 
bundled up in the babe born in Bethlehem. The whole point of 
Christmas is that Jesus came into the world for people who are not 
good. And God gives his supreme gift to people who don't deserve it. 
That's why it brings such hope.  
We wish you a lovely Christmas. It would be great to see you at one or 
other of the services. 
 

Every blessing 
 

David 

October's Refugee 
Collection 

 

A huge thank you to everyone 
who brought donations to the 
Carriage House on the 4th 
October for onward distribution to 
refugees. Not since World War II 
has Europe seen such a large 
movement of people across the 
continent, and there are many 
heart-breaking stories.  
 

The items were subsequently 
delivered to Refugee Action (Re-
Act) Scotland. Re-Act was 
formerly known as CalAid 
Edinburgh. Although they still 
work in partnership with CalAid, 
they are now in a position to form 
a Scottish based operation to 
streamline the process of 
distributing aid to frontline crisis 
locations across other parts of 
Europe, such as Croatia. Items 
given in October will have gone 
either to Calais or Croatia. 
 

Re-Act also sends trained 
volunteers from Scotland to these 
areas to help with distribution and 
care. These then report back with 
first-hand information to better 
link donations to the locations of 
those who need them. 
 

As the crisis grows, Re-Act 
continues to welcome items, 
especially now that winter is 
beginning to settle in. These can 
be dropped off between 2pm & 
7pm every Tuesday and 
Wednesday at Studio 24, 24-25 
Calton Road, Edinburgh EH8 8DP.  
 

It would be advisable to check 
their website in advance to see 
which items they are in 
particular need of at any point. 
For example, in early October, 
they were discouraging 
donations of women and 
children's items, as the large 
majority of refugees in Calais 
are men. However, with their 
distribution now reaching further 
east across Europe, Re-Act are 
now welcoming these goods. See 
www.re-act.scot/ 
 



 

The Boggs Community Association 
 

The Boggs Holdings is a 

community of 65 

properties to the north-

east of Pencaitland 

spread out over approx. 

400 acres of fertile East 

Lothian land. Forty-two smallholdings were created in the early 

1930s to provide livelihoods for the tenants, mainly ex-

servicemen and farm workers. Before then, the name ‘Boggs’ 

can be seen on maps from the 18th Century relating to the 

farm that formed the largest part of the community. There were 

also pits and miner’s cottages at Newtown and Deanhead, and 

a distillery close to where the Boggs Farmhouse now stands.  

Since being established, the smallholdings have undergone a 

process of consolidation and most are now residences, but 

there are still agrarian enterprises in the form of the Macplants 

plant nursery and the East Coast Organics biodynamic farm. 

Other businesses provide care of animals large (horses) and 

small (cats) and there is a caravan park that is recognised by 

the Caravan Club. 

In 1956, a Boggs Community Association was formed to 

promote the ‘physical and mental wellbeing’ of the residents 

and the Boggs Community Hall was erected in 1957 to support 

these aims. It has been the meeting place of the Boggs 

Country Dance club since then and it is currently used for 

hiring out to groups and individuals. 

In recent years, the Hall was looked after and managed by 

Frank Stacey before his sad death earlier this year and the 

Community has much to thank him for. To build on his legacy, 

the Association has appointed a new management committee 

and improvements have been made to the fabric of the Hall 

from generous contributions from the Community and 

increased rental income. Most of this work has been carried 

out by residents and much remains to be done!  

However, the key focus for the Committee and Trustees is to 

get back to the original aims of the Association and a strategy 

is being developed for improving the safety of residents 

through a reduction in the speed limit — currently 60 mph — 

and providing improved walking and cycling links to 

Pencaitland. The Association is also asking residents for 

thoughts on community-wide activities e.g. music clubs and 

craft classes and it is intended that this will be our main focus going forward. 

More information can be found on the Association’s website: https://boggscommunity.wordpress.com and 

Facebook page: ttps://www.facebook.com/groups/BoggsCommunityAssociation/?fref=ts    

A little bit about Pencaitland Primary 
School 

 
Currently we have 176 pupils in 7 classes in 
school and 45 nursery pupils. The nursery 
has both a morning and an afternoon class. 
As always a busy autumn/winter term is 
planned with the whole school and nursery 
being involved in running/walking a daily mile. 
The school is currently focussing on Health 
and Wellbeing as part of its development plan 
with a particular emphasis on developing 
mental agility and problem solving skills 
across the school. Further developments in 
I.T. - Information Technology  - are also 
planned along with developing the format of 
P.L P  - Personal Learning Profiles. This all 
goes to ensure the children who attend P.P.S 
have the opportunity to become successful 
learners, responsible citizens, confident 
individuals and effective contributors. 
 
Recent Successes 
School visit.  The school was recently visited 
by a group of 8 Icelandic teachers who were 
looking at Outdoor Education and the Eco-
School Scheme. 
Harvest Festival Assembly 
The Assembly went very well and many 
pupils brought in food donations. These 
donations will be given to the Tranent  Food 
Bank. 
Book Fair 
This year the school received £570.00 
commission  from book sales at the book fair 
which is held during parent consultation 
evenings. This money will be used to buy 
current titles for our every growing school 
library. 
 
Up and coming events 
The P.T.A continues to work with the school 
to raise money which is then used in school 
to purchase equipment /resources etc. and 
also to fund school trips. 
A Ladies Night is planned for Friday 13th 
November. This will be held in the Trevelyan 
Hall.   Come along and join us for a girlie 
night of shopping and pampering. 
Annual School Calendar 

This will be on sale in December and this 
year each month will have an exciting recipe 
for you to try out and enjoy. 
Tree Lighting Ceremony 
This community event will take place on the 
4th December outside the Trevelyan Hall - 
look out for a poster giving more details. 
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The Gift of Time 
Christmas is a difficult time 
for us doggies.  Our humans 
fill the house with food that 
could poison us : Christmas 
pudding, mince pies, 
Christmas cake and 
chocolate.  They bring in 
pine trees with needles that 
stick in our paws and hang 
them with balls we are not 
allowed to play with!  Then 

they put bags of treats and bones under the tree 
barely disguised by thin wrapping paper that is no 
defence at all against our astonishing sense of 
smell...but if we try to eat these tempting finds we 
are bad dogs.   

Despite these frustrations I just love Christmas time.  
For two whole weeks my humans are at home with 
plenty of time for walkies, cuddles, playing with 
squeaky rubber turkeys and long snoozes in front of 
the fire.   
While I don’t object to cranberry flavoured biscuit 
bones and chew toys in the shape of Reindeer, what 
I really love is having lots of time with my humans.  
I’m sure that I am not the only doggie (or human) in 
the village who looks forward to more time with their 
family at this time of year.   It’s my favourite  gift of all 
and it doesn’t even have to be wrapped in that pesky 
paper. 

We all need a place to run to.  
 
 
When I was a teenager, growing up in a small fishing 
town, the place I ran to was a rock. It edged the Bay of 
Refuge, where boats had long come to escape the 
storms of the North Sea. When I needed solitude I would 
find my way to this particular rock. I sat there in the 
weak summer sun, watching distant dots of people 
fishing on the breakwater, and wondered how my life 
would play out. I sat there on dreich days as the haar 
drew in, when everything was granite coloured, and 
allowed myself to be fed up and miserable (listening to 
the Smiths also helped). I relished when the weather 
was fierce and the Bay of Refuge fought its battles 
against the high seas and screaming winds. It felt 
perversely good to have my wordless inner storms 
echoed by nature. 
 

These days I realise that rock became a sort of hallowed 
ground for me, before I ever became a Christian. God 
can meet us anywhere, and for me I encounter Him 
most often where nature feels big and untamed. So I 
remember those times on the rock as times that God 
drew me towards Him, where words were few, and my 
heart grew large with longing.  
 

And now? 
 

Take me to a vast expanse of beach, where the sea 
disappears over a distant horizon, where birds screech 
faintly on the wind and the wind blows wild.  
 

Take me to a hill where the land falls away all around 
me, and if I could run all the miles before me I would 
pick up enough speed to fly.  
 

Take me to a garden or a field or a park or a lane where 
the sky is huge and I am small.   
 

These are the places where the doors of my heart fly 
open. 
 

And God stands beside me and, like old friends, we 
don’t need to say much. 
 

Sometimes He speaks and I almost start in surprise as if 
I’d forgotten He was with me.  
 

Sometimes there’s a whisper and I wonder what I heard, 
or if it was just the wind in the grass - and I begin to pay 
attention. 
 

And sometimes, lately, I stand there screaming, 
desperate to hear, to be known, to believe that God has 
still got me.  
 

The silence is as vast as the sky, and as bottomless as 
the ocean.   
 

I am learning to wait in the silence, and to remember the 
words He has always said,  
 

To remember my name is written on His hands, 
 

And I wonder at how short my memory is, that I need to 
hear it all again so s 
 
 
By Vicky ********** 

Noble grounds care ad 
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Connections Café – an update on progress 

A year ago, at Christmas 2014, we included an article in 
Pencaet News about plans to run a community café in the 
Carriage House.  Research about the extent of loneliness and 
its damaging impact on health and wellbeing, particularly 
amongst older people and young parents, was the trigger for 
action.  So the Church’s goal, in encouraging others to work 
with us in running the café, is simply to help build a stronger, 
more connected community that’s better able to support those 
who need it, enabling people to stay healthy, happy and 

independent. 

Fit-for-purpose 

To make the vision a reality, we need to refurbish the kitchen 
facilities of the Carriage House.  While adequate for serving drinks and light snacks, the kitchen does not 
currently meet food hygiene regulations for the provision of meals.  Included here are illustrations of the fit-
for-purpose kitchen from various angles.  It complies with food hygiene regulations, makes better use of 

space and includes appropriate industrial appliances. 

Who will be involved? 

Together, volunteers from the Church and the local 
community will run the café and associated activities.  
We have been sharing our plans and building support 
and goodwill for this project over the last year or so 
and now have a number of committed volunteers who 
will cover the required shifts and other activities.  If 
you are able and willing to volunteer, please do get in 
touch.  We’d love to hear from you.  There are 
various roles available, from serving food and drink to 

providing transport.   

What specific activities will take place to meet 

needs locally? 

We will start initially by having the café open one day a week (Thursdays) with a view to extending this 

once it is established and running successfully.   

The Carriage House will also be open on Friday afternoons, offering drinks and light meals and activities 

for children.  

We will offer regular cooking classes for those who need them – either on a one-to-one basis, if individuals 

feel daunted, or in small groups. 

Funds raised 

To meet the £12,000 kitchen refurbishment costs, a proportion of 
the funds were made available from Church reserves, a gift day 
generated contributions from Church members and a number of 
applications to grant-making trusts were also made.  We’re 

enormously grateful for the donations received.   

 

If you’d like to help us meet the shortfall, which is currently round 
£3,000, details of how to donate can be found online at 
www.pencaitlandparishchurch.org.uk/fundraising where there is a 
donation form; a Gift Aid declaration; further details about the 
kitchen refurbishment and graphic illustrations.  Alternatively, 

cheques made payable to Pencaitland Parish Church can be sent to The Treasurer c/o 9 Vinefields, 

Pencaitland EH34 5HD.  Thank you. 

 

Pencaitland Parish Church is a registered Scottish Charity SC004871 
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Pencaitland and Winton Bowling 

Club 
 

The plain harled facade of Pencaitland and Winton 
Bowling Club, adjacent to the football park is one of 
the first sights to greet visitors arriving in 
Pencaitland from the east. 

The club was established in 1884 through the 
generous gift of land by Lady Ruthven. The current 
clubhouse was opened on 5 May 1973 by Sir David 
Ogilvy.  Its intended use as a social facility for 
bowlers continues, but the building is now more 
widely used for a very wide range of local events 
and functions. 

After a period of mixed fortune, including water 
damage which rendered the hall unusable around 
the late 1990s, interest grew in re-opening the 
clubhouse.  The Community Council, and in 
particular the late James Robertson, strongly 
supported the project and the facility was re-
vitalised by a group of volunteers, recognising its 
value to a village short of venues suitable for social 
events.  East Lothian Council funded repair work 
and a new wooden floor and the building re-opened 
in 2003.  

The council have continued to provide support, 
including a grant in 2008 that was used to upgrade 
the green to regulation standard, with the balance 
used to refurbish the toilets and install a disabled 
toilet, and maintaining the green which is vital to the 
continuation of the facility. 

Lottery grants have assisted in renovating the 
bowlers’ pavilion and the purchase of new lockers; 
replacing the clubhouse windows and cellar doors; 
and the installation of disabled access ramps at 
both entrances.  A recent lottery grant is to be used 
shortly to refurbish the kitchen and replace guttering 
and soffits at the west side of the clubhouse. 

There are currently 53 active bowlers.  The club 
competes actively in local competitions and a triples 
team contested the National Finals in Ayr in 2010. 

Socially, the clubhouse is very well used, catering 
for 1st and 2nd Brownies, Guides, Enjoy-a-Ball, 
yoga, zumba and music classes; tea and coffee at 
the annual youth football tournament; Halloween 
and Christmas parties for the children; and a 
Hogmanay party.  It is also available for occasional 
village events, such as music performances, also 
weddings funerals, anniversaries, birthdays and 
charity events.  Playgroup and the local 
childminding group are occasional users. 
 
Social members are welcome at a cost of only £5 
per family.  The hall is available for hire to members 
at competitive rates.  Tickets will shortly be on sale 
for the popular Hogmanay party and interest should 
be notified to Colin Brown on 340052.  Updates and 
information on booking the hall can be obtained 
from the club’s public Facebook page. 

Memorial Service – 2.30pm, Sunday 29th 

November 
 

Will Christmas be without someone you care for? 
This time of year often brings memories of loss and 
departed loved ones. A simple half-hour memorial 
service will be held in Pencaitland Church to 
remember those dear to us who may have died 
over the past few years. It is intended as a short 
time of personal remembrance and an opportunity 

to honour their place in our lives.  
 

The service is for anyone who would like to come – 
whether personally bereaved or looking for a quiet 
space to give thanks for a friend. It should also be 
suitable for any who have known a miscarriage, or 

had a termination which weighs on them.  
 

Following the service, the church will remain open 
for private reflection. Refreshments will be available 
in the Carriage House for those who wish to remain 

on. 

Christmas Knitivity   

6pm, Thursday 24th December 

 

As part of our Christmas celebrations this year we 
are having a special kind of 'Knitivity'. Members of 
the Church and other willing helpers in the village 
have been busy knitting the Nativity characters!! 
These will be hidden in various windows in the 

village during December. Sheets with clues will be 
handed out and all those who would like to take 

part can solve the clues and find the hidden 
characters. Completed sheets can then be brought 

along to the early Christmas Eve Service and 
traded in for a little Christmas gift. We hope you’ll 

join us in this community Christmas event.   
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Christmas Services 
 

Memorial Service  

2.30pm, Sunday 29th November 

A short reflective service to honour those 
who may have passed away in recent 

times.** 

 

Carol Service  

 6.30pm, Sunday 20th December 

A traditional service of lessons and carols. 

 

Christmas Eve 'Knitivity'  

 6.00pm, Thursday 24th December 

An all-age, family orientated service, 
especially suited for young people.** 

 

Watchnight Christmas Eve Service 
11.30pm, Thursday 24th December 

A candle-lit service to welcome the start of 
Christmas Day. 

 

Christmas Morning Service  

 10.30am, Friday 25th December 

A short, family orientated Communion 
service. Children are encouraged to bring a 
small gift they opened that morning. This is 

followed by a soup lunch in the Carriage 
House for those who wish to remain on. 

 

**please see short articles inside for more information 

Community Council News     
 

Pencaitland seeks Community Council Secretary 

Pencaitland Community Council, which covers 
Boggs Holdings, New Winton and 
Peastonbank/Glenkinchie, is seeking a person to 
take on the role of Community Council Secretary. 

The post includes a modest financial allowance. 

Pencaitland Community Council represents the local 
community, seeking to liaise with other local bodies 
and East Lothian Council. This includes ten 
Community Council meetings a year which usually 
take place on the last Wednesday evening of the 

month. 

If you would like to know more about what’s involved 
email chair@pencaitland.org or call Ralph on 340 

641 to chat about it. LINK: http://bit.ly/PCCOCTB 

Superfast Broadband beginning to appear in 

Pencaitland 

After many years of waiting, broadband has been 
upgraded to provide a technology called Fibre to the 
Cabinet. This offers faster download speeds but, if 
you are some distance from your street cabinet, you 
may have to look elsewhere for faster service. One 
option may be Lothian Broadband - 

http://lothianbroadband.com 

Saltoun Estate Forest Plan 2016 to 2035 

 
The Community Council received information 
regarding the forest to the south of Pencaitland. 
 
If anyone wishes to comment the contact email 
address is woodlandconsulting@outlook .com  More 

details at LINK: http://bit.ly/PCCOCTA 

Pencaitland Xmas Tree Lighting Party 4th 

December, Trevelyan Hall, 5.30pm 

As with last year, your Community Council plans to 
have carols, refreshments and a local champion  to 
light the tree in recognition of their past community 
work. Charlie Farren's Ross High and cluster 
Primarys' Brass Band will be on hand to provide 
some very welcome musical cheer to proceedings. 
We look forward to seeing you there and enjoying 
some refreshments in the countdown to Christmas... 
Please come along and enjoy some festive cheer 
with your fellow villagers... Everyone's welcome! 

LINK: http://bit.ly/PCCOCTC 

P.S. We are looking for people who would like to 
either help out in dressing the Xmas trees this 
year or assist with the event on the night. 
Contact secretary@pencaitland.org if you can 

help. 

A Poem 

 

I had grasped God's garment in the void 

but my hand slipped 

on the rich silk of it. 

The 'everlasting arms' my sister loved to remember 

must have upheld my leaden weight 

from falling even so, 

for though I claw at empty air and feel 

nothing to embrace, 

I have not plummeted. 

 

Denise Levertov 

mailto:chair@pencaitland.org
http://bit.ly/PCCOCTB
http://lothianbroadband.com
http://bit.ly/PCCOCTA
http://bit.ly/PCCOCTC
mailto:secretary@pencaitland.org
Linny
Highlight

Linny
Sticky Note
long dash

Linny
Highlight

Linny
Sticky Note
remove space

Linny
Highlight

Linny
Sticky Note
delete extra space?

Linny
Highlight

Linny
Sticky Note
Primaries




