Same-Sex Marriage - Evangelical Alliance Briefing

The Scottish government recently launched its consultation on Key details of the consultation
redefining marriage to include same-sex relationships and to

allow religious ceremonies for civil partnership. From the outset the

Evangelical Alliance - among other groups - has publicly criticised the Scottish

government’s intentions to redefine and devalue marriage and called on them

to maintain the established societal definition of marriage which has universally

stood the test of time.

Jeremiah 29: 7 says: “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which | have
carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too
will prosper.” The Evangelical Alliance believe we must earnestly pray and speak
out with grace and truth for the retention of traditional marriage because it is
part of our calling to seek the peace and prosperity of our nation; knowing that
redefining marriage will have a huge detrimental impact on our society.

Key arguments

e The God-ordained institution of marriage between one man and one woman,
for life, for the rearing of children in a stable environment, is a cornerstone of
society. It is embedded in history and in cultures around the world. Marriage
has already been undermined in our society and the consequences are easy
to identify. At this time of social fragmentation and instability, marriage
should be strengthened for the good of all. The redefinition of the traditional
values of marriage will further damage the well-being of our society.

e Marriage is the primary setting for children to be produced and raised by a
committed mother and father. Overwhelming sociological evidence points
to the benefits of marriage for children in terms of emotional security,
educational achievement, health and other life prospects.

e Any redefinition of marriage will be promoted as standard by public bodies
with significant implications across society, not least for what children will
be taught in schools.

e Insupporting marriage, we are not removing rights from anyone. Redefining
marriage is not an issue of equality or fairness, as argued by those calling
for this change. In the Scottish government’s consultation document it is
made abundantly clear that homosexual couples already have the rights of
marriage available through civil partnerships.

e  The number of civil partnerships in Scotland continues to drop every year.
Last year only 465 same sex couples decided to have a civil partnership.
It is estimated that a small minority of those who would consider a civil
partnership would choose instead to get married.

e There is a very real risk of definition-creep. If marriage is redefined it will
be only a matter of time before demands will be made to redefine marriage
further to include, for example, polygamous relationships.

e It has been seriously questioned whether the Scottish government has the
legitimacy and authority to redefine marriage.

e Any redefinition of marriage will have unforeseen consequences on religious
celebrants who currently conduct marriage ceremonies. Many have already
told the government that their position would become untenable. While
the government have promised that no minister or church will be forced to
participate, this could easily be undermined by future equality law (which
is currently reserved to the UK government) or by decisions made in the
courts.

Key facts and figures

Advice on responding to the consultation

e  The Scottish government wants to hear for you. Please take this opportunity to respond as an individual, church or organisation.

e Fillin the Respondent Information Form at the beginning of the consultation to make sure your response is handled appropriately.
If you do not wish for your name and/or address to be published on the Scottish government website say so at the bottom of the
Respondent Information Form.

e There are 20 questions in the consultation but you do not have to answer every question. If your time is limited we would encourage
you to only answer question 10 which asks whether the law should be changed to allow same-sex marriage.

e We would encourage responses from church leadership on behalf of a wider congregation as well as individual responses.

e If you have the time we would encourage you to read the responses and other resources from organisations such as CARE,
Christian Institute and Solas (Centre for Public Christianity) which will all help and equip you to respond.
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